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Taboo is a word guessing game by Hasbro. A player chooses a card and has to make his partners guess the word on the card without saying the taboo words listed below the word. For example, someonemay have to make his partners guess the word pool without saying the words swim, water, or bathing suit. Below are some Taboo cards suitable for
beginner/intermediate English students.Also see:Taboo Cards (intermediate-advanced)Business English Taboo Cards savemoneytimelaterbankArticles, Lists and Ideas Taboo: The Unspeakable Fun of Wordplay and Wit Ah, Taboo! A game where the unsaid speaks louder than whats vocalized. Its not just about what you say but also about what you
cant. This game tests your dexterity with words, your quick thinking, and your ability to dance around forbidden terms. Ready to explore the thrilling world of Taboo? Lets dive in! Every round of Taboo thrives on the words you cant say, making the choice of these taboo words crucial to the games success. These words are carefully picked to challenge
players, toeing the line between being too obvious and too obscure. While the official game comes with a set of predetermined cards, part of the games charm is its adaptability. Players can craft their own cards, tailoring them to their groups shared experiences, inside jokes, or particular challenges they want to introduce. Here are some popular
examples of main words and their potential taboo counterparts: Pizza Cheese, Slice, Topping, Oven, Pepperoni Guitar Strings, Music, Play, Band, Instrument Rainbow Colors, Rain, Sky, Sun, Spectrum Elephant Large, Trunk, Africa, Animal, Tusk Birthday Cake, Party, Candles, Age, Celebrate Coffee Brew, Morning, Caffeine, Bean, Mug Library Books,
Read, Quiet, Shelves, Study Bicycle Ride, Two, Wheels, Pedal, Cycle Photograph Picture, Capture, Image, Snap, Camera Football Touchdown, Tackle, Field, Pass, Sport Dinosaur Extinct, Prehistoric, Fossil, T-Rex, Jurassic Astronaut Space, Suit, Rocket, NASA, Moon Chocolate Sweet, Cocoa, Melt, Bar, Dessert Penguin Cold, Ice, Bird, Antarctica,
Waddle Theater Stage, Play, Actor, Performance, Curtain Ocean Sea, Blue, Water, Beach, Waves. Rocket Space, Launch, NASA, Fly, Astronaut. Dinosaur Extinct, Jurassic, Fossil, Prehistoric, T-Rex. Castle King, Medieval, Knight, Fortress, Moat. Car Drive, Wheels, Automobile, Travel, Engine. Art Paint, Canvas, Museum, Draw, Creative. Dog Bark, Pet,
Puppy, Canine, Leash. Music Song, Listen, Band, Melody Crafting your own cards? Keep the following in mind: Relevance: Make sure the taboo words are closely related to the main word. Difficulty: Balance out easy and challenging cards to keep the game engaging. Creativity: Dont be afraid to introduce fun, personal touches. Remember, the
essence of Taboo is the challenge of describing without using the most obvious descriptors. The words you choose to be taboo can elevate the game from simple fun to a hilariously challenging experience. So, next time you play, whether you stick to the classics or venture into creating your own, the unsayable words are what will drive the fun.
Challenge accepted? The online version of Taboo reinvents the classic word-guessing game with digital twists, using a taboo word and terms generator instead of traditional cards. Heres how you can enjoy this engaging game during your virtual game nights: Setting Up the Game:Choose an online Taboo platform or app that features a built-in taboo
word and terms generator. Gather your friends in a virtual meeting room. The game can be played with four or more players divided into two teams. The Role of the Generator:Instead of physical cards, the online game uses a digital generator to display the main word and the list of taboo words. The generator ensures a random and diverse selection
of words, making each round unpredictable and exciting. Gameplay Mechanics:A player from the active team is the clue-giver for each turn. They must describe the main word displayed by the generator without using the taboo words. Clues can be verbal, and players can leverage chat features for additional fun and engagement. Timing and
Turns:Each teams turn is timed, usually for one minute. Use an online timer or the apps built-in timer to keep track of each turn. Teams alternate turns, with each player getting a chance to be the clue-giver. Scoring and Challenges:Teams score a point for each correctly guessed word. If the clue-giver slips and uses a taboo word, the opposing team
can call out the mistake, resulting in a loss of point or turn, depending on your rules. Passing and Strategy:Players can choose to pass on particularly challenging words, though this may result in a penalty. Strategy plays a key role sometimes, the best clues are the most creative and indirect ones. Declaring the Winner:Decide in advance how many
rounds youll play or set a target score. The team with the most points at the end of all rounds is declared the winner. Custom Rules for More Fun:Feel free to introduce custom rules, like themed words or special rounds for birthdays and other occasions. Engagement Tips:Encourage teams to discuss strategies in private chats. Use screen-sharing for a
more inclusive and engaging experience. Playing Taboo online offers a unique way to connect and have fun with friends and family, regardless of the distance. So log in, split into teams, and get ready for a night of hilarious and challenging fun! History of Taboo: The Birth of Unspoken Challenges Taboo hasnt been around as long as some traditional
games, but its made a significant impact since its inception. Introduced by Hasbro in the 1980s, the game was an instant hit. The challenge of explaining a word without using certain taboo keywords was both entertaining and frustrating, making it an instant party favorite. Over the years, Taboo has seen various editions and tweaks, but its core the
art of describing without direct references remains unchanged and universally loved. Playing Taboo is not just about a rich vocabulary; its about creativity and quick thinking. The key lies in using synonyms, painting scenarios, or even employing pop culture references to get your team to guess the word. Its always a good strategy to keep an eye on
the timer and prioritize simpler explanations. Remember, its a team game, so understanding your teammates thought processes can give you an edge. For those whove played countless rounds and are looking for fresh challenges, the Taboo Generator is a game-changer. This digital tool can generate endless Taboo cards, ensuring that every game
feels new. With customizable difficulty levels and options to include personal trivia, it takes the game to new, hilarious heights. Just as Taboo has become a household name, various cultures have embraced it, adding their unique twists. These range from localized taboo words to entirely new game modes. Exploring international versions of Taboo can
add a cultural layer to your game nights, making it both educational and entertaining. Here are some examples of variations of the Taboo game from around the world, reflecting different cultures and languages: USA Celebrity Taboo: Players describe celebrities without using common identifiers. Japan (Kindan no Kotoba): A version where traditional
cultural references and Japanese idioms are often used as clues. France Tabou en Famille: Focuses on family-related words and French cultural references. India Bollywood Taboo: Incorporates Bollywood actors, movies, and song lyrics as part of the game. Mexico Tab Mexicano: Includes Mexican slang, local celebrities, and cultural references.
Germany Tabu mit Dialekten: Players use German dialects and regional cultural terms. Spain Tab Ibrico: Spanish version with idioms and cultural references from both Spain and Latin American countries. Italy Tab Italiano: Features Italian cultural references, famous landmarks, and traditional Italian gestures. South Africa Taboo SA: Incorporates
terms from various South African languages and local cultural references. Russia : Russian variant with local idioms, cultural references, and historical figures. Each version adapts to the local language, cultural references, and popular topics relevant to that region or country. Word: Statue of Liberty | Taboo: America, New York, Liberty Island, Torch,
Monument Word: Sakura (Cherry Blossoms) | Taboo: Japan, Flower, Spring, Hanami, Pink Word: Eiffel Tower | Taboo: Paris, Landmark, Iron, Gustave Eiffel, France Word: Bollywood | Taboo: India, Movies, Cinema, Mumbai, Songs Word: Mariachi | Taboo: Mexico, Music, Band, Folklore, Guitar Word: Oktoberfest | Taboo: Germany, Beer, Munich,
Festival, Lederhosen Word: Flamenco | Taboo: Spain, Dance, Music, Andalusia, Castanets Word: Colosseum | Taboo: Rome, Gladiator, Italy, Ancient, Amphitheatre Word: Safari | Taboo: South Africa, Wildlife, Park, Jeep, Animals Word: Matryoshka | Taboo: Russia, Doll, Nested, Wooden, Souvenir Every Taboo player has at least one hysterical misguess
story. Sometimes, the clues given and the guesses made can be worlds apart, leading to side-splitting laughter. Such moments become the stuff of legend in friend groups, recounted at gatherings for years to come. Examples of memorable and amusing mishap moments often encountered in the game of Taboo, each described in a single line with fun
emojis for added flair: Moment: Saying the Taboo Word Right as Time Runs Out | Oops, Last Second, Frustration, Laughter, Game Over Moment: Accidentally Describing the Taboo Word While Gesturing | Mime, Misinterpret, Funny, Gestures, Mix-Up Moment: Overly Excited Teammate Accidentally Knocks the Game Off the Table | Enthusiasm,
Chaos, Scatter, Clumsy, Party Foul Moment: Forgetting Simple Words Under Pressure | Brain Freeze, Silence, Laughter, Pressure, Blank Mind Moment: Whispering the Taboo Word and Getting Caught | Secret, Sly, Oops, Busted, Undercover Moment: Dramatic Acting Out Leads to Hilarious Misinterpretations | Performance, Misunderstood, Comedy,
Theatrics, Skit Moment: Repeating the Same Clue Over and Over in Desperation | Loop, Stuck, Repetition, Frustration, Comedy Moment: Describing a Complex Word Perfectly but Teammates Guess Everything Else | Spot On, Misguess, Irony, Confusion, Near Miss Beyond the laughter and competition, Taboo offers genuine cognitive benefits. It
enhances language skills, boosts quick thinking, and even improves non-verbal communication. Educators and psychologists often use the game to foster these skills in fun, engaging settings, proving that play and learning can go hand in hand. Want to elevate your Taboo game night? Think themes! From a Movies Only round to 80s nostalgia, themes
can add a fresh layer to the challenge. A mix of ambiance, themed snacks, and appropriate prizes can turn an ordinary game night into an unforgettable event. Taboo has not only been a hit in living rooms around the world but has also made its mark in pop culture. Its appeared in various TV shows and movies, often as a fun plot device leading to
comedic or poignant moments. Its presence in media is a testament to its universal appeal and the shared experiences it evokes in audiences everywhere. Taboo isnt merely a word game. Its a delightful dance of language and wit, a testament to the intricacies of communication. Its fascinating how, when a few simple words are made taboo, our usual
routes of expression are suddenly blocked, forcing us to think creatively. From my perspective, what sets Taboo apart is its ability to highlight the gaps in our communication. There have been countless times when Ive realized how heavily I rely on certain words or phrases only when theyre declared off-limits. And isnt that a life lesson in disguise? To
adapt, improvise, and find alternative routes when faced with barriers? Moreover, Taboo becomes a platform for hilarious misinterpretations. The journey from the clue-givers mind to the listeners ears is fraught with potential detours, each more amusing than the last. Its a reminder that our words often take on lives of their own once they leave our
lips. In essence, Taboo isnt just about avoiding certain words; its a celebration of language, creativity, and the joys (and pitfalls) of interpersonal communication. And perhaps, thats the unsaid charm of this game that keeps players coming back for more. The thrill of dancing around forbidden words, the camaraderie of team play, and the sheer joy of
shared laughter make Taboo a timeless gem in the world of board games. Whether youre a seasoned pro or just discovering its charm, Taboo promises endless nights of fun and memories. So, gather your friends, set up your buzzer, and dive into the unspeakable fun that awaits! If you want to find out how to play taboo in the classroom, youre in the
right place! Keep on reading for all the details you need to know about taboo activities for ESL or EFL students.ESL tabooMany of us probably know that popular (and often hilarious) party game Taboo. You can check it out on Amazon here: Taboo Party Game.Remember the one with the buzzer for saying a word thats on your list? It also makes a nice
describing game for English learners. Keep on reading to find out more about my taboo ESL game.An Introduction to ESL TabooTaboo, if you adapt it is an excellent English-speaking game for kids or adults to review vocabulary words at the end of a unit. Its also ideal for students to practice using synonyms, common/proper nouns, or to work on ESL
prepositions.This kind of replicates real life when students may not remember a certain vocabulary word. However, they can still continue the conversation if theyre able to use some other words to explain what they mean.This game is just a fun way to learn a language, so try it out today. Your students will love it and its a great review activity.Not for
Absolute BeginnersThis game works well for high beginners to advanced students. Its educational, and fun and your students will be reviewing new words without even knowing it!Absolute beginners may struggle with this game because they likely only know a single vocabulary word for a specific thing. For example, they may know the word, rain but
not know the related words you might use such as, water, sky, umbrella, weather.Of course, as the teacher, you can consider the words you choose carefully to assist lower-level students with playing this.Heres How to Set Up Taboo for the ClassroomMake up a list of around 20-40 words (nouns are better than verbs for example), depending on how
long you want to play. Lower-level students will often take a longer time with each word as compared to advanced students so youll probably need fewer of them.Of course, you should use words that youve been studying in class recently if you want this to be a useful review activity.Put the words on a grid/table and cut them out, one set per group of
4. 1 usually put them into a separate envelope for each group and collect them after the game in order to reuse them.If you teach the same class over and over again, it may be worthwhile to laminate the cards so you can use them forever.ESL taboo gameHow the Students Play ESL TabooPut students in groups of 4 and give them one set of words. The
first student selects the first word (they are face-down and hidden) and has to describe the word, but cannot say it.This is different from the real Taboo game in which you need to describe your target word, but cannot use words from a list of related ones. The top team is the one who guesses the most words.I make a point to show students how to
hide the word with their hands from the other students. Or, to take a quick look and put the paper back down on the desk.The other three students can guess what the word is. An incorrect answer means that that person is out for the rest of the round. A correct answer means that the student takes the paper, gets one point and is the next person to
select the next paper. This is useful in evening out the scores among group members.The incorrect guess thing prevents the most dominant person in each group from making a million and one random guesses!In this version of Taboo, adapted for ESL/EFL students, its more of a challenge for the people to guess instead of the person describing the
word. The winner is the student with the most correct guesses or points.FAQs about How to Play Taboo in the ClassroomThere are a number of common questions that people have about how to use this game in the classroom. Here are the answers to some of the most common ones.What is the Taboo game in the classroom?Taboo is a word-guessing
game where players describe a word without using specific related words.How do you play Taboo?Players take turns describing a target word without saying certain taboo words listed on the card.Whats the goal of Taboo?The goal is to help teammates guess the target word while avoiding the banned words in a limited time.Why use Taboo in the
classroom?This game improves vocabulary, and communication skills, and encourages creative thinking in a fun way.What skills does Taboo enhance?Taboo enhances speaking, listening, critical thinking, and word association skills.Can Taboo be used for different subjects?Yes, you can adapt Taboo to various subjects by using subject-specific
vocabulary.How can Taboo be modified for ESL learners?Simplify the vocabulary, allow more time, and encourage the use of synonyms to make it accessible for ESL learners.Whats the role of teamwork in Taboo?Teamwork is crucial as players work together to guess words and provide effective descriptions.Can Taboo be adjusted for different
proficiency levels?Absolutely, adjust the difficulty of words and rules to match the proficiency level of your students.Whats a tip for effective moderation in Taboo?The moderator can keep time, ensure fairness, and provide hints if needed to keep the game engaging and educational.Taboo Word List for KidsHeres a simple Taboo word list suitable for
kids:DogWords: pet, bark, tail, animal, woofCakeWords: dessert, birthday, sweet, candles, celebrationSunWords: sky, bright, day, star, shineOceanWords: sea, water, waves, beach, swimBookWords: read, pages, story, library, novelCarWords: drive, vehicle, road, fast, transportBananaWords: fruit, yellow, peel, tropical, healthyRainbowWords: colors,
sky, after rain, arc, colorfulElephantWords: big, trunk, gray, animal, AfricaPizzaWords: cheese, toppings, round, food, deliciousHow to play taboo in the classroomTaboo Game Word List for AdultsHeres a word list for adult English learners.VacationWords: Travel, Relax, Holiday, Trip, GetawayTechnologyWords: Computer, Smartphone, Internet,
Device, InnovationChocolateWords: Sweet, Dessert, Cocoa, Candy, ConfectioneryExerciseWords: Workout, Fitness, Gym, Physical activity, TrainingMusicWords: Song, Melody, Rhythm, Instrument, TuneRestaurantWords: Eatery, Dining, Food place, Caf, BistroTelevisionWords: TV, Broadcast, Show, Channel, EntertainmentCoffeeWords: Brew,
Caffeine, Beverage, Drink, EspressoFriendshipWords: Companionship, Relationship, Bond, Pal, ConnectionAdventureWords: Journey, Thrill, Exploration, Excitement, QuestHave your say about this Taboo Game for English LearnersWhat are your thoughts about how to play Taboo in the classroom? Love it? Or, do you have another ESL vocabulary
review game that you like to play? Leave a comment below and let us know what you think. Wed love to hear from you.Oh yeah, and dont forget to share this on Twitter, Facebook, or Pinterest. Itll help other busy teachers, like yourself find this useful resource.p.s. This makes an excellent party game for a holiday-themed class. More details here:
Thanksgiving Activities for ESL Students.ESL Taboo 1. Form teams of minimum 2 players in each. 2. Each team takesone minute long turns to explain as many words on the cards as possible. 3. A team chooses a playerto explain words on the cards, without using the taboo words, to theother team members. 4. Team members try to guess the word
that is being explained to them. 5. If they guess correctly, they keep the card and continue with the next card. 6. If they don"t know the word, they can pass and move to the next card. Both parts of the teamcan pass, the explainer and guesser. 7. If the explainer uses a taboo word, the card is passed and player moves to the next card. 8. The turn is
stopped after one minute and the other team takes their turn. 9. The game is over when there are no cards left. 10. The winner is the team with the most cards guessed. Are you looking for a stimulating and entertaining method to increase your vocabulary and communication abilities in English? Take a look our ESL taboo card games below!ESL
Taboo is a frequently played game thats designed for teams of two or more players. The goal is to get your teammates to guess a particular word or phrase without uttering a series of taboo words or phrases that are closely linked to the target word. For instance, if the target word is banana, the taboo words could be fruit, yellow, and peel.Using ESL
taboo cards in your classroom is an excellent method to stimulate your students minds and broaden their vocabulary range. Its also an ideal opportunity to develop communication skills like expressing ideas with clarity, actively listening to others, and providing feedback.To play, split your class into teams and give each group a pack of taboo cards.
One member of each team draws a card and attempts to get their teammates to guess the target word without using any of the taboo words or phrases. If their teammates guess correctly, the team earns a point. If they use a taboo word or phrase, the other team earns a point.ESL taboo cards can be used to practice various topics and themes, such as
food, travel, hobbies, and more. You can also generate your own cards based on your classs specific needs and interests.So why not add a dash of spice to your ESL classes with a game of Taboo? Its an amusing, effective, and engaging way to improve your students English language abilities while having fun in the process. And who knows, you might
even learn a few new words and phrases yourself.Here are our favorite taboo games:Science&Techology NEW!FoodHealthNature and EnvironmentTravelMediaBusinessChristmasOther vocabulary activities:ESL Vocabulary Quizzes and GamesESL/EFL Vocabulary Activity: Travel Compound Nouns DominoesESL Game Compound Nouns Dominoes:
Town and Countryside Download Article A complete game guide with rules and strategy tips Download Article If youre looking for an easy party game to try out with your friends, Taboo is a classic thats bound to be fun for the whole group. One player gives clues to make their team guess a secret word, but some words are taboo and against the rules
to say. You can learn the rules of Taboo within minutes, so keep reading to find out how to set up and start playing right now! Split into teams and choose a clue-giver. When the timer starts, give clues to help your team guess each cards secret word without using any of the related taboo words. Earn 1 point for each card your team guesses correctly
within the time limit.1Divide your group into even teams. Taboo works best when you have 4 or more players that are 12 or older. Split the players into teams so they have the same number of people and have the same skill levels. If you have an odd number of people, thats fine too! One person from the team with fewer people will just take a second
turn later in the game.[1]Match new players up with more skilled players, and young players with older players to make the game more fair.One team could be all of the people with birthdays that fall during January-June, and the other team could be those with birthdays in July-December.When you have couples or family members playing together, it
can be a good idea to put them on separate teams so that they do not have any kind of advantage over the other players. 2Load cards into the cardholder. Shuffle the deck of cards, and place them with the red side face-down inside of the cardholder. Keep the top of the cardholder open so the deck is easy to access for the players.[2]You can still play
the game if you dont have the cardholder. Just set the pile of cards in front of whatever player is going first. Advertisement 3Choose a starting team and clue-giver. Pick a team at random to go first during the game, and select a player to be the first person to give clues. The clue-giver places the cardholder in front of them and sits across from the rest
of their teammates. The opposing team sits next to the clue-giver.[3]The clue-giver changes each round.4Give the opposing team the Taboo buzzer. If its your first time playing, take off the battery cover and load fresh AA batteries into the buzzer. Set the buzzer in front of the opposing team so any member can easily reach it during the round.[4]If you
press the button and the buzzer doesnt work, replace the batteries. Advertisement 1Start the timer. When the clue-giver is ready to start the round, they immediately flip over the sand timer to begin. The Taboo game timer usually lasts between 12 minutes, so rounds go pretty quickly.[5]Designate a player each turn to pay attention to the timer so
you end the round at the right time.Expert tip: Most copies of Taboo come with a 1-minute sand timer, which should be your first choice to use. As a variant, you can expand to using a 2-minute timer on someone's phone.[6]2Draw 1 card from the cardholder when you're the clue-giver. As soon as the timer starts, the clue-giver takes the top card of the
deck and flips it over on the cardholder so they can see the opposite side of the one that was showing. The word at the top of the card is the guess word and the list of words underneath it are the taboo words.[7]Make sure none of the clue-givers team members can see the card in the holder. If a teammate sees any words on the card, then the clue-
giver discards it and draws a new card.3Give teammates clues about the guess-word without saying a taboo word. As quickly as they can, the clue-giver tries to make their team say the guess word at the top of the card. The clue-giver can't use any part of the word or any of the taboo words listed underneath it. If a teammate thinks they know the
word, they can shout it out.[8]Example: If the guess-word is book, you might give clues like, something you use to study in school, or, a large collection of words that has a main plot.If the guess-word is "cookbook," then you can't use cook or book within any of your clues.You may not use gestures, sound effects, initials, or abbreviations when youre
giving clues.Its against Taboo rules to give sounds like or rhymes with clues. If the guess word is boat, you could not give a clue like, It rhymes with goat.There are no penalties for wrong guesses, but teammates must guess the exact word. If they get close, keep giving clues until they get it right.If you get to a word that you don't know, or your
teammates are having a hard time guessing it, you can skip the card and set it aside. However, skipping a card gives a point to the other team.4Discard the card for saying a taboo word. Each card includes some of the most obvious related words as taboo words that are not allowed in clues. The opposing team sees the taboo words, and if the clue-
giver says one (or any part of the word), they press the button on the buzzer and the card gets discarded.[9] The playing team loses a point each time they get buzzed (which gets awarded to the opposing team).[10][Image:Play the Game of Taboo Step 6 Version 5.jpg|center]]Example: For book, the taboo words might be pages, read, story, paperback,
and text.Example: If one of the taboo words is automobile, then the clue-giver cannot use auto in any of their clues.5Draw and play new cards until the timer runs out. If a team correctly guesses a word, leave it in the cardholder to count it as points. If the clue-giver skips a card or accidentally breaks a rule, the card goes into a discard pile. If theres
still time left in the round, the clue-giver immediately draws the next card and continues playing. When the timer runs out, have a player shout Times up! so the clue-giver stops.[11]If a team doesnt guess the last cards word when the timer runs out, then the card is set aside but not placed in the discard pile.6Switch teams and clue-givers for the next
round. Score the points at the end of each clue-giver's turn. Then, have the opposing team choose a player for their first clue-giver. Switch seats so that the new clue-giver is in front of the cardholder and their teammates are across from them. Once players are ready, they can flip the sand timer and draw the top card of the deck to start the next
round.[12]If you run out of cards, take all the cards you set aside, shuffle them, and use the words on the opposite side. Advertisement 1The clue-givers team earns points for correctly guessed cards. After each round, count up the cards still left on the cardholder to determine how many points the current team earned. Each card is worth 1 point, so
mark them down on a score sheet or piece of paper.[13]2The opposing team earns points for each card in the discard pile. Count the cards that the clue-giver skipped or were discarded for breaking a rule. Each card is worth 1 point for the opposing team, so tally their score as well.[14] The opposing team also earns a point for each time they use the
buzzer.[15]Take all of the cards used during the round and set them aside. Advertisement End the game once each player has had a turn to give clues. Keep alternating which team gives clues each round until all the players have had a chance to do it. If your team earns the most points by the end of the game, then you win![16]If the teams are
uneven, the team with fewer players chooses someone to be the clue-giver twice. That way, both teams have the same number of turns.Alternatively, you can decide to play to a certain score, or for a certain number of rounds, whichever you prefer. 1Give clues quickly but carefully. Read the guess-word and all of the taboo words first, and then start
giving clues as fast as you can. Try to use as few words as possible so you dont confuse your teammates or spend too much time on a single word.If you realize partway into giving clues that you said something confusing, tell your teammates to disregard that clue.2Use synonyms and antonyms. Try to get your teammates thinking about words that are
similar to the guess word to help them get on the right track. Choose words that have similar definitions or are complete opposites, but just remember not to say sounds like or rhymes with clues.Example: If the guess-word is poster, you might say clues like wall hanging or movie advertisement.Example: If the guess-word was angry, you could say, not
happy, or opposite of pleased.3Describe multiple meanings that a word could have. Many words in a Taboo game have more than one meaning, and it doesn't matter which definition you use for your clues. If your team is stuck on clues for one meaning, try clues for the other definitions to help them make the connection.Example: If you have a word
like bank, you can give clues like the place where you deposit money or the edge of a river.Example: If the word is chicken, you could say a farm bird as well as what you call someone who is acting afraid.4Skip words that are stumping your teammates. Sometimes you'll get a word that your team cant guess even after giving a lot of clues. Even though
you lose a point for passing, its better to move on to a new card and easier word so you have a chance to earn more points. Players should say "skip" whenever they want to skip a word.[17]It's quite common for someone to win 6 points in a 1-minute round, so don't spend more than about 15 seconds on a given word.Only pass when it is absolutely
necessary to help your team come out on top. Advertisement Add New Question Question Can you use gestures when playing Taboo? No. Taboo isn't like charades. You can only give word clues. Question How do we play with 3 people? You could play a sort of round robin where each player gives hints to one other player. The third player would be the
buzzer each time. So when Sheila, Ted, and John are playing, Sheila gives clues to Ted; Ted gives clues to John; John gives clues to Shelia. Then keep track of each individual person's points after each round. Question If driver is the word, and someone says school bus driver, does it count? It could count if you want it to. Often in cases like that is
based on a vote by the players. You could also tell your teammate, "Get rid of 'school bus'," as long as neither of those were taboo words. See more answers Ask a Question Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was reviewed by Ashton Wu and by wikiHow staff writer, Hunter Rising. Ashton Wu is a Board Game expert at Shelfside. After
delving into the Yugioh tournament community while growing up, Ashton launched himself into the board gaming community in 2014 and went into reviewing board games as a career full-time in 2019. His YouTube channel Shelfside has over 35K subscribers and over 4 million views, assisted by written reviews on the Shelfside website and
BoardGameGeek.com. He also consults with gaming companies to build high-quality gaming products. Ashton is a tournament commentator, board game playthrough director, and host of the Shelfside Podcast, where he talks about board games with his business partner, Daniel. He received a Bachelor of Arts in Economics at the University of
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ESL Taboo is a simplified version of the popular board game. Its a lively crowd-pleaser and its perfect for reviewing and reactivating vocabulary, as well as forcing students into speaking freely without over-analysing their output. See below for some ready-made, printable Taboo cards. Also, check out picture taboo for a twist on this popular activity.
Make a list of vocabulary items you want to review, five to ten words per student depending on how long you want to play. Write each word on separate small squares of paper. Fold up each square and put them in a large easily accessible container such as a box or a hat. You can also use the ready-made game cards at the end of this article. Put
students into groups of four or five and get them to think up team names, write them on the board. The first group elects a team member who comes to the front of the class where the box of words is. The player takes a word from the container and tries to describe it to their teammates without actually saying the word or using their native
language.If the word is successfully guessed then students put it to one side. If not the word goes back in the hat and the player takes another. After 90 seconds sound a buzzer, count how many words were successfully guessed and mark them up on the board under the team name. Continue until every team member has taken a turn (or two) in the
describing role. Provide lollipops for the team with the most points. Articles, Lists and IdeasAre you looking for a ready-made set ESL Taboo words list, designed specifically for English classes? If so, youre in the right place! On this page we have a list of over 300 ESL Taboo game words, each with 3 prohibited or 'taboo' words.In the classic game
Taboo, players have to get their teammate to guess a word, without using any predefined prohibited words. Once their teammates guesses it correctly, the team wins a point! But if the players describing use a prohibited (or 'taboo') word, the team has to move on to the next word without winning a point.Taboo is a fantastic game for ESL classes,
because it forces students to think of synonyms or related words in their descriptions, expanding their vocabulary and strengthening a wider set of words. This is particularly good for practising vocabulary with students who are intermediate level or above. Ultimately, it helps students become more comfortable when reaching for associated words for
a given conversation topic, and helps them sound more natural when speaking. You can find our instructions for playing Taboo in your ESL class here.The challenge for ESL teachers is having a suitable set of words to hand. It takes quite a bit of prior thought to think of the appropriate prohibited words for each vocabulary word, meaning Taboo is
often seen as just too time-consuming to prep. Moreover, even the easier words in the real Taboo card game can be too difficult for intermediate ESL students.Thankfully, weve done the hard work for you! We crafted a list of over 300 words, categorised into 8 topics, that are suitable for ESL student vocabulary practice. We then defined 3 prohibited
words for each of these vocabulary words, making sure they were also at the right level for students.Use the categorised words below for a fun English class Taboo game on the topic of your choice. If you want to avoid writing them on the board, or printing them out and cutting them up into cards, we also have an online Taboo Game, pictured above.
This has all the words below preloaded into separate categories, and clearly highlights the taboo words. That way you simply select your topic and project words on the board instantly! You can try that out with a free trial of our interactive resources (no payment details required):crocodileteeth, nose, alligatordolphinswim, intelligent,
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expensivebaconpig, breakfast, meatbiscuits / cookiesoven, sweet, chocolatebreadbrown, sandwich, toastbroccoligreen, healthy, treeburgerfast food, chips / fries, meatbuttersoft, yellow, breadcakebirthday, sweet, bakecarrotorange, healthy, rabbitcerealbreakfast, milk, morningcheeseyellow, burger, milkcherriessweet, small, redchickenanimal, meat,
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mustardlemonbitter, fruit, yellowlemonadedrink, lemon, cokelettucesalad, vegetable, greenmangotropical, fruit, yellowmushroomwhite, ground, slicenoodlespasta, Asian, ramenonionvegetable, white, redorangefruit, juice, mandarinpastaltalian, sauce, spaguettipeasgreen, small, vegetablepineapplebig, yellow, fruitpizzacircle, Italian,
tomatopopcornfilm / movie, snack, brownpotatochips / fries, ground, vegetablesaladvegetables, sandwich, lettucesaltwhite, flavour, peppersandwichmeat, cheese, breadsausagelong, meat, hot dogstrawberryfruit, red, ice creamsweets / candysweet, chocolate, kidsturkeymeat, bird, chickenwaterdrink, clear, liquidwatermelonbig, fruit, redwinealcohol,
grapes, beeryogurtmilk, fruit, cerealarmchairsit, leg, living roombookshelf / bookcasewall, store, papercupboard / cabinetfood, kitchen, wallclocktime, watch, numberscoffee tabletea, living room, smallcooker / stovecook, kitchen, foodcurtainswindow, dark, colourscushionsoft, sofa / couch, sitdeskwork, table, computerfridgecold, food,
freezerlamplight, see, living roommat / rugfloor, walk, fabricmicrowaveheat, electric, foodsofa / couchsit, living room, comfortableshowerwater, bathroom, washtoiletbathroom, sit, waterTVwatch, Netflix, film / moviewardrobeclothes, bedroom, hangwashing machinewash, clothes, appliancewindowglass, see, outsideactor / actresstheatre, film / movie,
TVartistpaint, draw, pictureastronautspace, rocket, planetbankermoney, finance, richbarber / hairdresserhair, cut, salonbuilder / construction workerbuild, house, makebus driverdrive, school, transportbusinesspersonsuit, office, moneycashiermoney, supermarket, shoppingchef / cookcook, food, restaurantcoach / trainersport, team,
instructionsdancermove, ballet, theatredoctorhealth, ill / sick, hospitalfirefighterwater, building, hotfishermanwater, sea, catchflight attendantplane, serve, instructionsgardenerplants, water, growmusicianinstrument, guitar, playnursehospital, doctor, patientpainterartist, colour, picturephotographercamera, picture, Instagramplumberwater, fix,
bathroompolice officercriminal, catch, rulepoliticianspeak, make, governmentpostal workerpost / mail, give, housesalespersoncar, sell, customerscientistexperiment, lab, biologyshop /store assistantshop / store, help, customersingerperform, music, songsoldierfight, military, armysportspersonplay, football, competitiontaxi drivercar, Uber,
Lyftteacherclassroom, school, Englishwaiter / waitress / serverrestaurant, serve, foodwriter / authorbook, read, writingalarm clocktime, morning, wake upballoonparty, birthday, colourbagbackpack, carry, suitcasebat / racketsport, hit, ballbin / garbage can / trash canrubbish, paper, needboardwrite, classroom, teacherbottleplastic, drink,
waterboxsquare, Amazon, packagebustransport, public, drivecameraphoto, picture, phonecandlelight, fire, birthdaycomputerlaptop, work, gamedrums / drum kitmusic, instrument, hitguitarplay, music, instrumentmagazineread, newspaper, picturesmicrophonesing, speak, karaokenewspapermagazine, read, politicsnotebookwrite, notes, studentpan /
saucepancook, kitchen, foodpaperwrite, notebook, whitepenpencil, write, student(pencil) sharpenerpencil, write, eraser / rubberpianoinstrument, music, keyboardremotechannel, TV, changerubber / erasererase, mistake, pencilrulermeasure, numbers, sizescissorscut, metal, papersuitcasetravel, clothes, holidaytoothbrushbrush, teeth,
toothpastetoothpastetoothbrush, clean, teethtorch / flashlightlight, camping, darktraintransport, public, railtrumpetmusic, instrument, metalvaseglass, flowers, waterviolininstrument, shoulder, musicairportplane, fly, travelbankmoney, ATM / cash machine, savebutchersmeat, sell, shop / storebeachholiday / vacation, sun, sea / oceanchurchreligion,
pray, Jesuscinema / movie theatrefilm / movie, watch, popcorndentistteeth, doctor, chairdoctors / doctors officehospital, ill / sick, officefire stationfirefighter, police, watergymexercise, run, fitnessbarbers / hairdresserhair, cut, salonhospitaldoctor, nurse, accidenthotelstay, holiday / vacation, roomhousehome, flat / apartment, livelibrarybook, read,
borrowofficework, business, deskpolice stationofficer, criminal, lawpost officepost / mail, letter, sendrestauranteat, food, orderschoolstudent, learn, teachersquarecircle, city, centrestadiumfootball, concert, peoplesupermarketbuy, food, shop / storetheatredrama, actor / actress, concerttown hallgovernment, building, centretrain stationrail, travel,
transportvetanimal, hospital, doctoracting / dramatheatre, actor / actress, playathleticsrun, throw, competitionbadmintonracket, net, tennisbasketballNBA, jump, ballcanoeing / kayakingwater, boat, lakecricketbat, England, ballcyclingbike / bicycle, wheel, racedancingballet, samba, salsafishingwater, catch, salmongardeningplant, water,
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